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Reading: John’s Family 

1. John’s family is very simple. He has only one sister, Susan. Gone are the days when families were 

large. It is unusual to find families with more than three children. John is married, as is Susan. John 

lives near his parents’ house, but Susan moved away to Yorkshire, where her husband comes from. 

2. John’s wife, Alexandra, comes from Greece. Her family – unlike John’s – is big and complex. John has 

not yet worked out how everyone is related. Alexandra has a book that lists everyone in her family. 

Her ancestors have lived in the same town for generations. 

3. John has visited his in-laws in Greece several times and likes them very much. They have accepted 

John into the family. His father-in-law is a big man with a warm heart. His mother-in-law is a first 

class cook. 

4. John gets on well with Theodore, one of his Greek brothers-in-law. They keep in contact via 

Facebook. Sometimes his sister-in-law Helena comes over to England. When she comes, she brings a 

lot of genuine Greek produce with her. 

5. John and Alex have two young children, Rose and Heather. They get very excited when Aunty Helena 

comes to visit. Sometimes Aunt Alex comes with Nicholas, her nephew. He is about the same age as 

his cousins. They get on well. 

6. Susan married Arthur. His family is also quite complicated, but that is because he comes from a 

broken home. His father is divorced from his first wife and his second wife was also divorced from her 

husband. 

7. Arthur grew up with his father and step mother. He has one sibling, a sister. He also has a step 

brother about the same age. And he has twin half sisters. Arthur’s step brother has a partner, and 

they have one daughter. 

8. Arthur knows that his father had two older children, a son and a daughter, from when his father used 

to ‘live with’ a woman. When he was young, he used to hear people talking about his father’s 

‘illegitimate’ children. But no one uses that word any more. 

9. Susan and Arthur were unable to have children. They used to look after foster children but then they 

adopted two orphan children. Their parents sadly died in a car accident. 

10. John and Susan had heard that one of their forefathers on their mother’s side was a merchant sailor. 

He had two wives, one at home in England and another in America. He had several children by his 

American wife, but John and Susan have no contact with her descendants. 

11. John and Susan also have an ‘uncle’ who is a close family friend. He is not a blood relative but he has 

known John and Susan since they were small, so they call him ‘uncle’. 
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 Quiz 

1. I am a married woman. My husband has a brother. What is he?  

2. I am a woman. My mother has a sister. What is she?  

3. I am a man. I was married, but my wife died. I married again. My new wife 

already had a daughter. What is she? 

 

4. I am a man. I have a son. He also has a son. What is he?  

5. I am a man. My mother has a sister. My mother’s sister has a son. What is he?  

Notes 

Para Word  Explanation 

1 ‘gone are the 
days’ 

phr A phrase used to mean that something does not happen now. 

‘Gone are the days when the bus fare was 10 pence’ 

1 ‘as is’ phr Another way of saying ‘and’ ‘also’.  

‘My house is big and your house is big’ = ‘my house is big, as is yours’ 

1 Parents’ adj Punctuation: The difference between parent’s and parents’ depends 
on whether it is one parent or more than one parent. 

I have one dog. I went to buy the dog’s food 

I have three dogs. I went to buy the dogs’ food 

2 ‘come from’ verb You ‘come from’ your original home. 

‘Where do you come from?’ ‘I come from… France… Yorkshire…’  

2 Complex 
KOM|pleks 

adj Made of many connected parts 

2 ‘work out’ verb Solve a problem.  

‘I gave Fred a puzzle. He was able to work it out quickly.’ 

‘The engineer could not work out why the car had stopped working’ 

2 Relate 
re|LATE 

adj To be connected by blood or marriage. 

‘Joe is my relation. I am related to him’ 

2 Ancestor 
AN|ses|tor 

noun Someone more distant in the past than a grandfather. A ‘forefather’.  

The opposite is ‘descendant’. 

2 Generation 
jen|er|AY|shun 

noun All the people born about the same time. A general period of time, 
perhaps 30 years. 

3 In-law noun A relation by marriage. ‘My mother-in-law is the mother of my wife’ 

3 ‘first class’ adj Very good. The best 

4 ‘get on’ verb Be friendly with someone. ‘I get on with my colleagues’ 

4 Via adv Through. I went from Paris to Rome via Geneva. 

4 Genuine 

JEN|you|in 

adj Real. If something is genuine it is the real thing. 

‘This watch is a genuine Rolex’ 

4 Produce 

PROD|youss 

noun Vegetables and fruits. 

5 Excited 

ek|SY|ted 

adj Stir up emotions. 

5 Nephew 

NEF|you 

noun My bother’s son or my sister’s son. 
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Para Word  Explanation 

5 Cousin 
KUZ|in 

noun The son or daughter of my father’s or mother’s brother or sister 

 

6 Complicated 
KOM|plik|ay|ted 

adj Containing many parts, and difficult to understand. 

 

6 ‘broken home’ phr A home where the husband and wife have separated or divorced 

 

6 Divorced 
di|VOR|sd 

adj Separated. No longer married. 

 

7 ‘grow up’ verb If you ‘grow up’ in a place, you live there from young. 

‘Andrew grew up in a small town in Scotland’ 

‘I grew up with my cousins’ 

7 Step mother noun A woman who is the wife of my father, but who is not my mother.  

 

7 Sibling 
SIB|ling 

noun Brother or sister 

 

7 Twin noun Brothers or sisters born at the same time. 

 

7 Half sister noun A girl who has the same father as me but not the same mother, or a 
girl who has the same mother a me but not the same father. 

 

7 Partner 

PART|ner 

noun A man and woman may live together as if they were married. They 

would be called ‘partners’ not husband and wife. 

 

8 ‘live with’ verb Share a place together, but not as husband and wife. 

 

8 Illegitimate 

il|i|JIT|i|mat 

adj Not legal. Children born to unmarried people. This word is not used 
nowadays. 

 

9 Foster 
FOSS|ter 

verb People may look after the children of other people and then give the 
children back to their parents later. This is usually done when the 

parents are not able to look after their children. 

 

9 Adopt 
a|DOPT 

verb To take someone else’s child as your own. 

 

9 Orphan 
OR|fan 

noun A child without parents 

 

10 Forefather 
FOR|fa|ther 

noun Ancestor. Someone older and more distant than grandfather. 

 

10 Merchant 
MER|chant 

noun A trader. 

 

10 Sailor 
SAY|lor 

noun A person working on a ship. A merchant sailor works on a ship 
transporting things for sale. A naval sailor works on a military ship. 

 

10 Descendant 

de|SEND|ant 

noun Those that come after, more distant than grandchildren. 
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Homework: Describe your family. Is it big or small? How many siblings do you have? Do you live in one 

place? Do you have grandparents or grandchildren?  
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